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• 1998 Higher Education Act 
Required distribution of in-state voter registration 
paper forms to students. 

• 2008 Reauthorization of the Higher Education Act 
Clarified the use of email messages with links to 
state registration forms as acceptable, as long as the 
messages are exclusively devoted to voter 
registration.

Colleges & Voter Registration
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80 Percent of Young Voters in 2016 Had At Least 
Some College Experience
The educational attainment of the youth electorate (ages 18-29) in each of the last four 
presidential elections

Source: CIRCLE/Tisch College 2020 Pre-Election Youth Poll



The 2018 data for "registered others" and "tried to convince other youth to vote" is from a post-election 
poll. All other data is from 2018 and 2020 pre-election polls.

Source: CIRCLE/Tisch College 2020 Pre-Election Youth Poll
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Campus Political Activity Do’s

Equal Access to Candidates

Voter Registration / Education

Issue Advocacy



Campus Political Activity Don’ts

Use college letterhead to support a candidate 
or political party 

Endorse or oppose a candidate

Coordinate or sponsor campaign events



Kevin Kruger 
President

Voter Registration & 
Civic Engagement 2020





The Context for the Student Vote - 2020



Gen Z - Hopeful, but Realistic
• 47% of Gen Z say that voting is 

important - Less than any other 
generation.  
• 38% of Gen Z believe that the 

U.S. is not headed in the right 
direction. 
• 78% of Gen Z believes the 

American Dream is attainable! - 
This is the highest of any 
generation.

2016 The Center for Generational Kinetics – Gen Z’S Political & Civic Outlook



35% of freshmen are liberal

42% of freshmen are middle the road - Smallest in 51 years.

22% of freshmen are conservative

American Freshman Survey - UCLA 2016



https://civicyouth.org/young-people-favor-democratic-house-candidates-by-historic-margin-data-continue-to-suggest-high-youth-participation-for-a-midterm/



Voter Registration
New Voter Registration Increased Pre-Pandemic 

Declining Since April



“How Students Engage with News: Five Takeaways for Educators, Journalists, 
and Librarians,” Project Information Literacy Research Institute. (October 16, 2018).

How Students Get Their News

50% of students engaged 

in news about politics  at 

least once a day 
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Highlights from 2018 VFC Report
Getting an On-Campus Polling Location 

Partnering with Faculty  

Integrating Voter Registration into Orientation  

The Voting Experience  

Voting Ambassadors  

  

• https://www.voterfriendlycampus.org

https://www.voterfriendlycampus.org
https://www.voterfriendlycampus.org


Virtual Voter Engagement
National Voter Registration Day 

Voter Education Week 

Vote Early Day 

One on one conversations can still happen in digital space 

Trained individuals can still provide one on one support to students







Higher Education Presidents’ Commitment to Full Student Voter Participation

To achieve these goals,  I commit to providing my institution with the leadership and support to fully 
engage in all elections- and voting-related learning opportunities, by 

Becoming ALL IN – Join the ALL IN Campus Democracy Challenge 

Striving toward Full Student Voter Participation – Designate staff (administration and faculty) to lead 
efforts to strive for full participation among the campus community 

Making a Statement – By signing on to the Higher Education Presidents’ Commitment to Full Student 
Voter Participation, college and university leaders are making visible and public their commitment to 
their campuses. 

223 Campuses Have Signed



All-IN - Student Facing Information



Resources





https://idhe.tufts.edu/sites/default/files/EI2020.pdf

https://idhe.tufts.edu/sites/default/files/EI2020.pdf
https://idhe.tufts.edu/sites/default/files/EI2020.pdf




CIRCLE’s 
Youth 
Electoral 
Significance 
Index





Vote.org: 
Voter Assistance Portal and State by State Guide



Rock the Vote: 
Voter Assistance Portal and State by State Guide



THANK YOU



Campus Perspectives on Voter Registration, 
Education & Get Out the Vote
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Voter Registration & Civic Engagement 2020 
Resources

• Your Vote Your Voice 2020 webpage

• NAICU Issue Brief: Political Activity on Campus

• NASPA: Voter Friendly Campus

• Questions? Contact Robert “Bo” Newsome 
(bo@naicu.edu) 

https://www.naicu.edu/your-vote-your-voice-2020
http://www.naicu.edu/policy-advocacy/issue-brief-index/regulation/political-campaign-activity-on-campus
https://www.voterfriendlycampus.org/
mailto:bo@naicu.edu


Political Activity on Campus Resources

• NAICU Issue Brief:
Political Activity on Campus

• American Council on Education Issue Brief:
Political Campaign-Related Activities of and at Colleges 
and Universities

• Internal Revenue Service:
Frequently Asked Questions: Ban on Political Activity at 
501 (c)(3) Organizations

http://www.naicu.edu/policy-advocacy/issue-brief-index/regulation/political-campaign-activity-on-campus
https://www.acenet.edu/Documents/Political-campaign-activities-issue-brief.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/charitable-organizations/the-restriction-of-political-campaign-intervention-by-section-501c3-tax-exempt-organizations


Constitution Day

September 17, 2020



Constitution Day Resources

• Library of Congress: Constitution Day and 
Citizenship Day

• National Constitution Center: Constitution Day

• Constitution Day.com

https://www.loc.gov/law/help/commemorative-observations/constitution-day.php
https://constitutioncenter.org/learn/civic-calendar/constitution-day-civic-holiday
https://www.constitutionday.com/
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